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In spite of all these elaborate precautions, the Turkish Government 
requires all pilgrims to be held for ten days in quarantine at the island 
of Kamaran bei'ore being allowed to land at Jeddah. 

Progress of plague. 
Plague in the Bombay Presidency, Jane to October, 1904. 



June 1 to August 31, 1904 . 

September, 1904 

October, 1904 



Total for 5 months 

Total, September, 1896, to May, 1904 . 

Total since outbreak of plague 



Attacks. 



43,295 

56, 887 



138, B68 
1,552,142 



Deaths. 



26,88l 
30,863 
42,371 



100,115 
1,175,645 



1,275,760 



As reported before, the increase in plague since the end of the rainy 
season in September is quite what one would expect. The following 
figures will indicate the worst afiected districts: 

Deaths frovfi plague, districts of Bombay Presidency, 1904- 



District. 



Popula- 
tion. 



Ahmedabad 795, 344 

Kaira 716, 253 

Broach 291, 729 

Sural ' 636, 882 

Khandesh \ 1, 426, 805 

Nasik 815, 349 

Satara 1, 146, 030 

Sholapur 720,587 

Ahmednagar 836, 817 

Belgaum 992,262 

Dharwar ' 1, U2, 612 

Bijapur 735, 400 

Kolhapur 

Katliiawar 

Baroda 



August. 


Septem- 
ber. 


iM 


1,099 


409 


1,165 


93 


228 


991 


2,0,31 


772 


1,045 


1,010 


2,396 


1, 802 


3,848 


383 


618 


629 


1,267 


2,262 


3,133 


1,971 


2, 407 


2,448 


2,991 


1,168 


1,761 


1,566 


2,612 


979 


2,034 



October. 



703 
1,025 

189 
1,485 
1,963 
8,186 
7,695 

780 
1,887 
4,822 
3,953 
4,925 
3,718 
1,671 
1,804 



In my report of October 1, 1904, the populations of some of the dis- 
tricts were incorrectly giv-en. They are correctly recorded above. 

The districts numbered above, 1, 2, 3, 4, are all in the province 
of Gujarat, and it will be observed that in each of them September 
was the worst month, there being a marked decrease in the plague 
mortality during October. The districts numbered from 5 to 9, inclu- 
sive, are in the western and central provinces, and in each of these 
3'ou will observe a marked stead3' increase from August onward 
through October, the Satara district alone showing at least a doubling 
of the mortality in successive months. 

The same is true of districts 11, 12, 13, all in the southern province, 
where plague has been very severe for a number of years. With 
these should be noted the Kolhapur (No. 13) record. This is a native 
State really lying within the southern province, and the mortality 
there increases similai'ly. 

Nos. 14 and 15 are two other native States, lying within the Gujarat 
province, and in them, as in the districts of that pz'ovince (164) as 
recorded above, September was the worst month. 
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The plague mortality in Bombay city and Karachi city has not 
increased during September and October, but in Poena city there has 
been a good deal of plague, the deaths in August being 12 in number, 
in September 72, and in October 657. 

Reports from Calcutta — Fumigation of vessels — Cholera and plague 
mortality — Smallpox in Madras, 187Ji.-1904.. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakin reports, November 10 and 15, aa 
follows: 

During the week ended November 5, 1904, bill of health was issued 
to the steamship Trautenfels, bound to Boston and New York, with a 
total crew of 57; to the steamship Ecclesia, bound to Boston and 
New York, with a total crew of 30, and to the steamship Madura, 
bound to New York, with a total crew of 31. The usual precautions 
were taken, rat guards being placed on wharf lines and holds being 
fumigated. 

Week ended November 12, no transactions. 

During the week ended November 5, 1904, there were 11 death* 
from cholera and 9 deaths from plague in Calcutta. 

In Bengal during the week ended October 29, 1904, there were 228 
cases of plague and 191 deaths. 

In India during the week ended October 22, 1904, there were 18,140 
cases and 13,871 deaths from plague. 

Smallpox in Madras, 187Ii.-190J^. 

Some interesting data are furnished by a report of the returns of 
deaths from smallpox in Madras for the last thirty years. In 1874 
the deaths numbered 819. During the succeeding ten years the num- 
bers varied from 196 to as many as 4,064. The latter number of deaths 
from the disease occurred in 1884, and apparently resulted in Govern^ 
ment making vaccination compulsory in the city. The compulsory 
order went into effect on the 1st of June, 1884. From that time the 
diminution in the number of deaths from smallpox has been extraor-* 
dinary. In 1886 only 1 death occurred; in 1895 but 3 deaths were 
recorded; in 1903, 7. In only three years has the number exceeded 
100, i. e., 1897, 1898, and 1901. For the rest the yearly deaths have 
been enumerated in tens, where before 1884 they were counted in 
hundreds and even thousands. This seems to me favorable testimony 
as to the efficiency of compulsory vaccination in populated areas. 

Increased prevalence of plague. 

Judging from the returns at hand, the sanguine conclusions that 
may have been based upon the more moderate increase in the general 
plague mortality since the rains seem hardly justifiable. The opti- 
mistic outlook that has been assumed is not capable of being supported 
by the facts in the cases of some of the stricken districts and cities. 
Poona furnishes a most unfortunate example in point. The returns 
for the past four months seem to indicate that plague is growing in 
virulence in both the city and the cantonment. In Poona city during 
September there were 492 deaths; in October, 829. The correspond- 
ing figures for last year, when the disease was very severe, were 376 
and 728. The epidemic of 1903 continued well into present year, 
when it suddenly ceased, Maj' and June being altogether free. The 



